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“I hereby declare upon my word of honor that I have neither given nor received unauthorized 

help on this work.” 

Adrianna Klimm  

 Through examining both primary and secondary sources on the Triangle Shirtwaist 

Factory fire and the General Slocum fire memorials, the proposed paper will examine the factors 

that contribute to the differing lasting impact of these two fires and the existence of their 

memorials. The paper will examine the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory fire and the General Slocum 

fire because these fires both took place in New York City, however, while the General Slocum 

fire had a higher death toll, the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory received a larger memorial and more 

space in the public consciousness, demonstrating that a high death toll does not always mean that 

a large memorial will be built.  

 To understand the differences between the memorials for the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory 

fire and the General Slocum fire and memorials elsewhere, several factors must be examined. 

This includes factors such as location in New York City, memorial cost and support, media 

coverage, and the other forms of remembrance besides the main memorials because theses angles 

impact the result of the memorial and the overall impact of the disaster on the public. These 

factors do not apply only to the two fires, but to the other memorials and disasters that occur 

throughout the world. The more attention a disaster gets, the more impact it has, and the more it 

occupies the public consciousness.  

 To examine the impact of public attention on memorials, specifically on the Triangle 

Shirtwaist Factory fire and the General Slocum fire, the proposed paper will use newspaper 

articles covering the memorials to compare the coverage, details about the costs, design, and 
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construction of the memorials. It is important to look at newspapers first because they are a 

representation of what the public thinks about. A few examples of these articles include “Slocum 

Service Is Held: 1,000 Attend Service in Queens for Victims of Disaster (1932), “Coalition 

Pushes for Memorial to the Triangle Fire (2015),” and “After 112 Years, Triangle Shirtwaist Fire 

Victims Get a Memorial (2023),” all of which are articles written by the New York Times. The 

articles covering the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory are more recent because the memorial was 

officially dedicated in 2023, while the General Slocum memorial was dedicated in 1905, just a 

year after the fire.  By using these articles and others, the proposed paper will analyze the media 

coverage, the changes in it over the years, and the ways the public remembers the disasters.  

 The proposed paper will also consult secondary sources such as journal articles, books, 

and information hosted on state and national park websites. These sources are important because 

newspaper coverage is limited, so secondary sources give a broader view of the fire memorials 

and the importance of memorials in general.  For example, Ellen Wiley Todd’s journal article 

“Remembering the Unknowns: The Longman Memorial and the 1911 Triangle Shirtwaist Fire” 

published in the Journal of American Art details the process of creating the sculpture dedicated to 

the victims of the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory fire. This article will help to contextualize the 

process of creating one of the memorials. Another critical source is the book “Ship Ablaze” by 

Edward T. O’Donnell which provides analysis around the events of the General Slocum fire, as 

well as analysis on the memorial of the disaster that aren’t available by examining newspapers. 

These sources help to better support the argument of the proposed paper by providing more 

information and analysis on the fires and importance of memorials.  

 To accomplish the examination and comparison of the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory fire 

and the General Slocum fire memorials and contributing factors such as the media coverage and 
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methods of remembrance, the proposed paper will use a variety of newspaper articles, journal 

articles, books, and information hosted on the state and national parks websites. The topic of the 

proposed paper is important because disasters happen every day and how they are remembered 

impacts the lives of many.  
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